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RESOLUTION 98/01 

MANDATORY STATISTICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR IOTC  MEMBERS 

(SUPERSEDED BY RESOLUTION 01/05) 

CATCH AND EFFORT DATA  

Surface fisheries: catch and effort data of the surface fisheries, catch weight and fishing days at least (purse seine, baitboat, 

troll, drift nets) should be provided to the IOTC by 1  ̄grid area and month strata. Purse seine fishery data should be stratified 

by type of school. Those data should preferably be extrapolated to the national monthly catches of each gear. The raising 

factors used, corresponding to the logbook coverage, should be given routinely to the IOTC. 

Longline fisheries: catch and effort data of the longline fisheries should be provided to the IOTC by 5 ̄grid area and month 

strata, preferably in numbers and in weight. The fishing effort should be given in numbers of hooks. Those data should 

preferably be extrapolated to the national monthly catches. The raising factors used, corresponding to the logbook coverage, 

should be given routinely to the IOTC. 

The catches, efforts and sizes of the artisanal, small scale and sport fisheries should also be submitted on a monthly basis, 

but using the best geographical areas used to collect and process those data. 

SIZE DATA  

Considering that size data are of key importance for most tuna stock assessment, length data should be routinely submitted to 

the IOTC on a 5̄ grid area and month basis, by gear and fishing mode (e.g. free/log schools for the purse seiners). Size data 

should be provided for all gears and for all species covered by the IOTC. Size data sampling should preferably be run under 

strict and well described random sampling schemes which are necessary to provide unbiased figures of the sizes taken. The 

exact recommended level of sampling could vary between species (as a function of various parameters), but the specific level 

of recommended sampling needs to be established by the working party on statistics. More detailed size data, for instance 

size by individual samples, should also be made available to the IOTC when requested by specific working groups, but under 

strict rules of confidentiality.  

TIMELINESS OF DATA SU BMISSION TO THE IOTC  

It is essential that all the fishery data be available in due time to allow the monitoring of stocks and analysis of the data. It is 

thus recommended that the following rules should be applied as standard obligation: 

Surface fleets and other fleets operating in coastal zone must provide their fishery data at the earliest possible date but no 

later than the 30th of June each year (previous year data). 

Longline fleets operating in the high seas must provide the provisional fishery data at the earliest date, but no later than 

before June 30th (for the previous year data). They must provide the final estimate of their fishery data before December 

30th each year (for the previous year data).  

The delays presently required to submit statistics could be reduced in the future because of the development of 

communication and data processing technologies, which should reduce the present data processing delays. 
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RESOLUTION 98/02 

DATA CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY  AND PROCEDURES 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

RECOGNIZING the need for confidentiality at the commercial and organisational levels for data 

submitted to IOTC, the following policy and procedures on confidentiality of data will apply: 

DATA SUBMIT TED TO THE SECRETARIAT  

1. The policy for releasing catch-and-effort and length-frequency data will be as follows: 

2. Catch-and-effort and length-frequency data grouped by 5° longitude by 5° latitude by month 

for longline and 1° longitude by 1° latitude by month for surface fisheries stratified by fishing 

nation are considered to be in the public domain, provided that the catch of no individual 

vessel can be identified within a time/area stratum. In cases when an individual vessel can be 

identified, the data will be aggregated by time, area or flag to preclude such identification, and 

will then be in the public domain. 

3. Catch-and-effort and length-frequency data grouped at a finer level of time-area stratification 

will only be released with written authorisation from the sources of the data. Each data release 

will require the specific permission of the Secretary. 

4. A Working Party will specify the reasons for which the data are required. 

5. Individuals requesting the data are required to provide a description of the research project, 

including the objectives, methodology and intentions for publication. Prior to publication, the 

manuscript should be cleared by the Secretary. The data are released only for use in the 

specified research project and the data must be destroyed upon completion of the project. 

However, with authorisation from the sources of the data, catch-and-effort and length-

frequency data may be released for long-term usage for research purposes, and in such cases 

the data need not be destroyed.  

6. The identity of individual vessels will be hidden in fine-level data unless the individual 

requesting this information can justify its necessity. 

7. Both Working Parties and individuals requesting data shall provide a report of the results of 

the research project to IOTC for subsequent forwarding to the sources of the data. 

PROCEDURES FOR THE SAFEGUARD OF RECORDS 

Procedures for safeguarding records and databases will be as follows: 

1. Access to logbook-level information will be restricted to IOTC staff requiring these records 

for their official duties. Each staff member having access to these records will be required to 

sign an attestation recognising the restrictions on the use and disclosure of the information. 

2. Logbook records will be kept locked, under the specific responsibility of the Data Manager. 

These sheets will only be released to authorised IOTC personnel for the purpose of data input, 

editing or verification. Copies of these records will be authorised only for legitimate purposes 

and will be subjected to the same restrictions on access and storage as the originals. 

3. Databases will be encrypted to preclude access by unauthorised persons. Full access to the 

database will be restricted to the Data Manager and to senior IOTC staff requiring access to 

these data for official purposes, under the authority of the Secretary. Staff entrusted with data 

input, editing and verification will be provided with access to those functions and data sets 

required for their work. 

DATA SUBMITTED TO WORKING PARTIES 

Data submitted to Working Parties will be retained by the Secretariat or made available for other 

analyses only with the permission of the source. 

The above rules of confidentiality will apply to all members of Working Parties. 
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RESOLUTION 98/03 

ON SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

MINDFUL that southern bluefin tuna (SBT) is a highly migratory species whose range includes, but 

extends beyond, the Indian Ocean, 

RECALLING the competence of the IOTC, under the Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian 

Ocean Tuna Commission (the Agreement), for tunas in the Indian Ocean, including SBT most of 

whose range falls within the IOTC area of competence, 

RECALLING ALSO that the objective of the Convention for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin 

Tuna (the Convention) is to ensure, through appropriate management, the conservation and optimum 

utilization of SBT throughout its entire range, 

FURTHER RECALLING Article XV of the Agreement and Article 12 of the Convention, each of 

which provides for cooperation between the IOTC or the Commission for the Conservation of 

Southern Bluefin Tuna (the CCSBT) respectively, and other relevant international organizations, while 

also seeking to avoid duplication with respect to their work, 

BEARING IN MIND that the recognition by the IOTC of the prime responsibility of CCSBT for 

conservation and management of SBT, recorded at paragraph 31 of the Report of the First Special 

Session of the IOTC, was taken at a time when a total allowable catch (TAC) for SBT was in force 

under the Convention, 

CONCERNED at the difficulties between CCSBT member States, due mainly to differences on SBT 

stock status assessments and projections, as reported to the IOTC by its Scientific Committee in the 

Report of its First Session, which are currently preventing the CCSBT from agreeing to a TAC, 

CALLS upon the CCSBT member States urgently to overcome their difficulties in order to achieve the 

objective of the Convention and, to this end, offers to them the good offices of the IOTC Chairman, 

the Chairman of the Scientific Committee and the Secretary, or their nominees, who may invite the 

contribution of other experts if appropriate, to advise on means to achieve this objective. 

AGREES to review, at its fourth session, the progress made in overcoming those difficulties, and, if 

necessary, to decide whether a Working Party on SBT or on temperate tunas should be established to 

advance the effective conservation and optimum utilization of SBT. 
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RESOLUTION 98/04 

CONCERNING REGISTRATI ON AND EXCHANGE OF I NFORMATION ON VE SSELS, 

INCLUDING FLAG OF CO NVENIENCE VESSELS, FISHING FOR TROPICAL  TUNAS IN THE 

IOTC  AREA OF COMPETENCE  

(SUPERSEDED BY RESOLUTION 05/04, RESOLUTION 07/04) 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC),  

NOTING the Research Recommendations of the 7th Expert Consultations on Indian Ocean Tunas regarding the need to 

collect data on fishing effort; 

NOTING the Report of the First Session of the Scientific Committee and its general recommendation on the need to make a 

comprehensive list of all vessels of all gears catching bigeye; 

RECOMMENDS, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX, paragraph 8, of the Agreement establishing the IOTC, 

that: 

All Contracting Parties and Non-Contracting Parties cooperating with the IOTC with vessels fishing for tropical tunas in the 

IOTC Area of Competence (hereinafter referred to as óthe Areaô), by 30 June every year: 

shall submit to the Secretary a list of their respective vessels greater than 24 m LOA that have fished for tropical tunas 

in the Area during the previous year; 

may submit to the Secretary, on a voluntary basis, a list of their respective vessels of less than 24 m LOA that have 

fished for tropical tunas in the Area during the previous year. 

These lists shall contain the following information for each vessel: 

Name and registration number; 

Previous flag (if any); 

International radio call sign; 

Vessel type, length, and gross registered tonnage or gross tonnage; 

Name and address of owner, and/or charterer, and/or operator. 

Contracting Parties which issue licences to foreign flag vessels to fish for tropical tunas in the Area shall submit to the 

Secretary the same information on all vessels to which such licences have been issued, according to the same timetable. 

The Secretary shall circulate this information annually, or upon request, to all Contracting Parties and Non-Contracting 

Parties cooperating with the IOTC. 

The Contracting Parties and Non-Contracting Parties cooperating with the IOTC shall notify the Secretary of any information 

concerning fishing vessels not covered in paragraph 1 but known or presumed to be fishing for tropical tunas in the Area. 

The Secretary shall request the flag State of a vessel covered in paragraph 5 to take the measures necessary to prevent the 

vessel from fishing for tropical tunas in the Area. 

The Secretary shall compile for future consideration by the Commission information on vessels covered in paragraph 5 

whose flag is not identified. 
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RESOLUTION 98/05 

ON COOPERATION WI TH NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

RECOGNIZING that the international community has an important responsibility to conserve the tuna 

and tuna-like resources of the Indian Ocean for present and future generations; 

RECOGNIZING that the problem of ensuring such sustainability cannot be resolved properly unless 

all nations fishing these species work together cooperating through the Commission; 

RECALLING  that the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory 

Fish Stocks has emphasized the importance of ensuring the conservation of highly migratory species 

through international fisheries organizations such as the Commission; 

Therefore DECIDES to: 

Instruct the Chairman of IOTC to send the attached letter to all non-Contracting Parties known to have 

vessels fishing in the Area for species covered by the Agreement to urge them to become Contracting 

Parties. 

Instruct the Secretary to provide to non-Contracting Parties referred to in paragraph 1 above copies of 

all relevant Resolutions adopted by IOTC at its Third Session. 

 

DRAFT LETTER  

(Courtesy formula) 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) is a regional fisheries organization, created in 1996, 

which to date includes 16 States and one Organization for regional economic integration. 

The principal objective of the IOTC is to promote the conservation and management of the migratory 

species covered by the Agreement establishing the IOTC (hereinafter referred to as óthe Agreementô). 

The contracting parties of the IOTC have decided to cooperate among themselves to implement this 

objective. 

In order to achieve this goal, the IOTC has, inter alia, the responsibility of constantly monitoring the 

status of and changes in the stocks covered by the Agreement and to collect, analyse and disseminate 

scientific information, statistics of catches and fishing effort and other data useful for the conservation 

and management of these stocks. 

This function can be implemented only if non-Contracting Parties of the IOTC cooperate with the 

Commission and exchange information on fishing activities relating to the stocks covered by the 

Agreement. 

The Chairman of the IOTC draws the attention of the Authorities of ééééé whose vessels 

exploit the stocks covered by the Agreement in its area of competence, to the need to cooperate for the 

purposes of conservation and management of these stocks.  

With this need in mind, the Chairman of the Commission invites the Authorities of .ééé.... to 

become party to the Agreement establishing the IOTC by sending to the Director-General of FAO an 

instrument of acceptance, or at least to cooperate with the Commission, through the exchange of 

information and statistical data on fishing activities on the stocks falling within the remit of the 

Commission.  

(Courtesy formula)
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RESOLUTION 99/01  

ON THE MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND ON THE REDUCTION OF THE 

CATCH OF JUVENILE BIGEYE TUNA BY VESSELS, INCLUDING FLAG OF 

CONVENIENCE VESSELS, FISHING FOR TROPICAL TUNAS IN THE IOTC  AREA OF 

COMPETENCE  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

NOTING that the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing provides that States should take 

measures to prevent or eliminate excessive fishing capacity, 

CONCERNED that the fleets fishing for tropical tunas in the IOTC area of competence continue to 

increase rapidly, and that current capacity may exceed the level of fishing effort appropriate for 

sustainable use of the high value tuna resources of the Indian Ocean, 

FURTHER CONCERNED that, for example, the biomass of adult bigeye in the Indian Ocean has 

shown a continual and severe decrease, as reported by the Scientific Committee, as a result of 

increasing catches by both longliners and purse seiners, 

FURTHER CONCERNED that currently about 70% by number of the total bigeye catch is taken by 

the purse-seine fleet, and consists mainly of juvenile fish, and that 80% of the catch in weight is taken 

by the longline fleet, and consists mainly of adult fish, 

RECALLING that in February 1999 the FAO Committee on Fisheries adopted the International Plan 

of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (in application of the Code of Conduct), calling for 

immediate action to reduce fishing capacity in major international fisheries, 

FURTHER RECALLING that the Rome Declaration on the Implementation of the Code, adopted by 

the FAO Ministerial Meeting on Fisheries in March 1999, underlines the important role of regional 

fishery management organizations in respect of the implementation of the Code of Conduct, 

NOTING that the Scientific Committee has considered that, on the basis of certain indicators, if the 

catches continue at high levels, the stock of bigeye tuna is likely to become overexploited and, taking 

account of the precautionary approach, there is a need for immediate management action, 

FURTHER NOTING that the Scientific Committee has recommended that the increase in catches of 

the stock of bigeye tuna by all gears should be halted immediately, and that the increase in catches of 

small bigeye tuna associated with floating objects should also be halted, 

RECOGNIZING Japan's initiative to implement the FAO Plan of Action by a reduction in the number 

of long-distance longline vessels by 20% (132 vessels), and the need for possible, concerted and 

appropriate actions by other States or fishing entities, 

CONSIDERING that the Scientific Committee concluded that establishing area and seasonal closures 

of fishing grounds to fishing on floating objects would appear to be the best option to reduce the 

catches of juvenile bigeye tuna by purse seiners, 

RECALLING the Resolution of the Third Session of IOTC concerning registration and exchange of 

information on vessels, including flag of convenience vessels, fishing for tropical tunas in the IOTC 

area of competence, 

VERY CONCERNED that illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing activities by large-scale 

tuna vessels in the IOTC area of competence have continued to increase, severely diminishing the 

potential effectiveness of conservation and management measures adopted by IOTC and impeding 

adequate stock assessment by the Scientific Committee: 

1. UNDERTAKES TO ADOPT concerted actions to limit the fishing capacity of the fleet of large-

scale vessels fishing for tropical tunas in the IOTC area of competence, to ensure the long-term 

sustainable exploitation of tuna stocks. As a first step, at its Session in 2000 IOTC will consider, 

on the basis of the scientific advice referred to in paragraph 3 below, the limitation of the capacity 

of the fleet of large-scale tuna vessels to the appropriate level. 

2. ENGAGES TO ADOPT, at its Session in 2000, a season and area closure of the use of floating 

objects in the IOTC area of competence, on the basis of the scientific advice referred to in 

paragraph 3 below. 
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3. ASKS the Scientific Committee to present, at the Session of IOTC in 2000, recommendations on: 

¶ The best estimate, on the basis of existing data and analyses, of the optimum fishing capacity 

of the fishing fleet which will permit the sustainable exploitation of tropical tunas. 

¶ Precise areas, periods and conditions for a moratorium on the use of floating objects that 

would bring about a reduction of the fishing mortality of juvenile bigeye. The Scientific 

Committee should present various options, with estimates of their likely effects on the catch 

rates of the three species of tropical tunas.  

4. URGES Contracting Parties and non-contracting Parties cooperating with IOTC to fulfil their 

obligations concerning the transmission of the list of vessels fishing for tropical tunas according to 

the Resolution of the Third Session. 

5. REGARDLESS of the full application of this resolution, Contracting Parties will have due regard 

to the interests of all countries concerned, in conformity with the rights and obligations of those 

countries under international law and, in particular, to the rights and obligations of developing 

countries of the Indian Ocean rim with respect to their entry into the high seas fisheries in the 

IOTC area of competence. 
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RESOLUTION  99/02 

CALLING FOR ACTIONS AGAINST FISHING ACTIVITIES  BY LARGE SCALE FLAG OF 

CONVENIENCE LONGLINE VESSELS 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

RECALLING that IOTC adopted at its 1998 meeting the Recommendation Concerning Registration 

and Exchange of Information on Vessels, including Flag of Convenience Vessels, Fishing for Tropical 

Tunas in the IOTC Area of Competence, 

CONCERNED that fishing activities by large scale flag of convenience (FOC) tuna longline fishing 

vessels in the IOTC Areas have continued and increased, and that such activities diminish the 

effectiveness of IOTC conservation and management measures, 

RECOGNIZING that there is evidence to indicate that many owners of vessels engaged in such 

fishing activities have reflagged their vessels to avoid compliance with IOTC conservation and 

management measures, 

AWARE that most of these vessels are owned and operated by Taiwan Province of China (TPC) 

entities while almost all of their products are being exported to Japan, 

WELCOMING the work now underway in FAO to develop an international Plan of Action to combat 

illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing including FOC, 

DETERMINED that further action must be taken to deter FOC fishing activities, 

RESOLVES as follows: 

1. The Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties Cooperating with the IOTC shall ensure that 

large-scale tuna longline vessels under their registry do not engage in IUU fishing activities (e.g. by 

means of denying such vessels a license to fish). 

2. The Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties Cooperating with the IOTC shall refuse 

landing and transhipment by FOC vessels which are engaged in fishing activities diminishing the 

effectiveness of measures adopted by IOTC. 

3. The Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties Cooperating with the IOTC shall take every 

possible action, consistent with their relevant laws,  

¶ to urge their importers, transporters and other concerned business people to refrain from 

transacting in and transhipping tunas and tuna-like species caught by vessels carrying out FOC 

fishing activities 

¶ to inform their general public of FOC fishing activities by tuna longline vessels which 

diminish the effectiveness of IOTC conservation and management measures and urge them 

not to purchase fish harvested by such vessels, and  

¶ to urge their manufacturers and other concerned business people to prevent their vessels and 

equipment/devices from being used for FOC longline fishing operations. 

4. The Commission urges all non-contracting parties, entities or fishing entities not referred to above 

to act in conformity with operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Resolution. 

5. The Commission encourages monitoring and exchange of information concerning FOC fishing 

activities including the port sampling activity conducted by the Secretariat, 

6. The Commission urges States and fishing entities whose FOC fishing vessels are engaged in 

fishing activities diminishing the effectiveness of measures adopted by IOTC, to repatriate or scrap 

such vessels. The Commission also urges Japan, in cooperation with such states and fishing entities, to 

scrap Japan-built vessels engaged in FOC fishing activities. 

7. The Commission instructs the Secretariat to prepare possible measures including trade restrictive 

measures to prevent or eliminate FOC fishing activities. 

8. The legal joint venture operation of vessels by Contracting Parties should not be construed as FOC 

fishing as long as it does not diminish the effectiveness of measures adopted by IOTC. 

9. Due consideration shall be given to the interests of coastal nations. 



Collection of Resolutions and Decisions by the IOTC 

 14 

RESOLUTION 99/03 

ON THE ELABORATION OF A CONTROL AND INSPECTION SCHEME FOR IOTC  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

CONSIDERING that the control and effective implementation of the management measures 

constitutes an essential element for the success of these measures; 

NOTING that IOTC does not have at present a control and inspection scheme adapted to the 

characteristics of tuna fisheries in the region; 

REALIZING that international law is evolving, especially as far as international control and inspection 

are concerned, and that IOTC must take the necessary steps to adapt itself to this evolution; 

CONSIDERING that such a future control and inspection scheme should take into account the 

characteristics of the fisheries, the particularities of the different geographical zones within the IOTC 

area of competence, and the characteristics of the conservation and management measures to be 

adopted, with due regard to the cost effectiveness of the scheme; 

CONCERNED that the activity of ñflag of convenienceò vessels will undermine every effort on stock 

conservation taken by IOTC Parties; 

RECOGNIZING that this is a complex task that should be started as soon as possible, to ensure that 

the system is in place by the time IOTC adopts management measures: 

The Commission will engage in the elaboration of a control and inspection scheme containing all the 

necessary elements to ensure adequate control and enforcement of management measures for both 

Contracting and non-Contracting Parties. 

For this purpose, the Commission establishes the following schedule of activities: 

- Prior to the IOTC Session in 2000, Contracting Parties will submit to the Secretariat their 

proposals and suggestions for such a scheme. The Secretariat will circulate these proposals 

to other Contracting Parties. 

- At the Session in 2000, a discussion will take place on the elements that could constitute 

the package of control measures. 

- If necessary, during 2001 an intersessional meeting will be held to advance in the 

definition of the scheme. 

- At the Session in 2001, the Commission will consider the adoption of the scheme. 
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RESOLUTION 99/04 

ON THE STATUS OF COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES  

(SUPERSEDED BY RESOLUTION 03/02) 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

NOTING the imperative international responsibility concerning the conservation of the resources of tunas and tuna-like 

species in the Indian Ocean for the needs of present and future generations; 

NOTING that this sustainability can be ensured only if all the Parties which fish for these species cooperate with the 

Commission, which is the competent international body for the conservation and management of these species within its area 

of competence; 

BEARING IN MIND that the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks has 

underlined the importance of ensuring the conservation and optimum utilisation of highly migratory species through the 

action of regional fishery bodies such as the IOTC; 

RECALLING the resolution of the Third Session of the IOTC concerning the registration and exchange of information on 

vessels, including those flying flags of convenience, which fish for tropical tunas in its area of competence; 

RECALLING ALSO the resolution of the Third Session of the IOTC on cooperation with non-contracting Parties; 

RESOLVES, in conformity with the provisions of Article IX, paragraph 1, of the IOTC Agreement, that: 

1. Any non-Contracting Party that voluntarily ensures that vessels flying its flag fish in a manner which is in 

conformity with the conservation measures adopted by IOTC be defined as a Non-Contracting Cooperating Party. 

2. The Secretary of IOTC contact every year all Non-Contracting Parties known to be fishing for species which fall 

within the mandate of IOTC, in order to encourage them to become Contracting Parties of IOTC or to accede to the status 

of Cooperating Party. The Secretary shall attach to these communications copies of all relevant resolutions and 

recommendations adopted by IOTC. 

3. Any non-contracting Party wishing to become a Cooperating Party will make a request to that effect to the 

Secretary. When submitting this request, and every year thereafter, the candidate Party will confirm to IOTC its firm 

commitment with respect to the conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission. It will undertake to 

transmit to IOTC all the data that Contracting Parties are obliged to submit to IOTC, as specified in the recommendations 

adopted by the Commission. Any request should be received by IOTC at least ninety (90) days before the annual Session 

of the Commission. 

4. At its annual Sessions, the Commission will examine requests for the status of Cooperating Party and decide 

whether or not to grant a candidate Party the status of Cooperating Party. The Commission must also evaluate every year 

the activities of Cooperating Parties to determine whether they conform to the criteria required to maintain this status. 

5. Non-Contracting Parties which continue to fish for tunas in the area of competence of IOTC and do not become 

Cooperating Parties will be informed that pursuing their fishing activities in contravention of the management measures 

of IOTC, including failure to respect the obligation to declare their catches, undermines the effect of these measures. 

6. The Commission will, at its future Sessions, analyze the possibility of introducing concrete measures to inhibit the 

activities of vessels of non-Contracting, non-Cooperating Parties, including preventing landings and transhipments of 

catches of vessels of non-Contracting Parties fishing in a manner which is not in conformity with the conservation and 

management measures of IOTC, and measures which could be taken against non-Contracting and non-Cooperating 

Parties through a specific action plan. 
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2000 - FIFTH SESSION OF THE IOTC  - 
VICTORIA , SEYCHELLES  
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RESOLUTION 00/01  

ON COMPLIANCE WITH MANDATORY STATISTICAL REQUIREME NTS FOR IOTC 

MEMBERS AND REQUESTING COOPERATION WITH NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, 

RECOGNIZING that fisheries information is essential for all scientific work including stock 

assessments and for proper fisheries management in IOTC, 

RECALLING that "Mandatory Statistical Requirements for IOTC Members" were introduced at the 

3rd Session of IOTC in 1998, 

EXPRESSING CONCERN that many IOTC members fail to fully comply with such requirements,   

EXPRESSING FURTHER CONCERN that there are significant fishing activities carried out  by non-

Contracting Parties in the IOTC Area and that, in particular, 70% of data from longline operations are 

still not reported to the IOTC, 

RESOLVES that, 

1. All Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties shall comply with the 

Resolution 98/01, "Mandatory Statistical Requirements for IOTC Members" adopted at the 

3rd Session of IOTC in 1998. 

2. The Secretary shall consider options to encourage the timely collection and provision of 

fisheries data to improve the compliance of data requirements and report them to the 2001 

IOTC Scientific Committee and Commission meetings. 

3. The Commission shall request Contracting and Non-Contracting Parties, to cooperate by 

submitting all required fisheries data before the beginning of the next Working Party. 
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RESOLUTION 00/02  

ON A SURVEY OF PREDATION OF LONGLINE CAUGHT FISH 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

CONVINCED that the proper management of all marine resources should be based on scientific 

finding and on the principle of sustainable use as reflected in the UN Convention on the Law of the 

Sea, 1982, the Kyoto Declaration and FAO's International Plans of Action and Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries, 

MINDFUL that the 23rd session of COFI agreed that greater consideration should be given to the 

development of more appropriate ecosystem approaches to fisheries management, in collaboration 

with both FAO and regional fisheries bodies, 

RECALLING that in 1999, the Commission, recognizing the importance of the ecosystem approach to 

fisheries management, endorsed a five year research programme on the predation by marine mammals 

and sharks on tuna caught on longlines, in order to collect comprehensive information, improve catch 

statistics, find possible methods of preventing predation and explore any possible implications for 

stock assessment of tunas and the ecosystem approach, 

NOTING that preliminary estimates of predation of tuna and tuna-like species caught by the longline  

fishery indicate damage rates in some parts of the IOTC Area in the range of 10­30 % 

(IOTC/SC/00/11), 

ALSO NOTING that the Scientific Committee agrees that the extent of predation unknown and might 

have important implications in terms of catch statistics and stock assessments and encourage the 

participation in the survey of other Member and Non­Member countries, 

ENCOURAGES all Contracting Parties and non­Contracting Parties to participate in the survey of 

predation of longline caught fish and submit the preliminary results to the Secretariat by the end of 

September 2001,  

REQUESTS the Scientific Committee to present the preliminary results of the study on predation for 

its consideration at the Sixth Session of the IOTC in 2001. 
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2001 - SIXTH SESSION OF THE IOTC  - 
VICTORIA , SEYCHELLES  
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RECOMMENDA TION  01/01 

CONCERNING THE NATION AL OBSERVER PROGRAMM ES FOR TUNA FISHING IN THE 

INDIAN OCEAN 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

TAKING NOTE of the conclusions of the intersessional meeting on the establishment of a control and 

inspection scheme which was held in Yaizu, Japan from the 27th to the 29th March 2001, and notably 

of paragraph 30 relating to the observer programmes, 

AWARE of the need to adopt and put into effect, prior to the adoption of an integrated programme of 

control and inspection, minimum control measures applicable to vessels flying the flag of a 

Contracting Party undertaking activities in the IOTC zone of competence, 

RECOMMENDS in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement establishing the IOTC, that 

1 The Contracting Parties, and non-contracting Parties cooperating with the IOTC are encouraged to 
present, as appropriate,  before the annual meeting to be held in 2002, the national observer programmes that 
have been put into effect in order to observe and follow the application and compliance with IOTC measures for 
the vessels of Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Cooperating Parties, and fishing entities in the area of 
competence of IOTC 

2 This presentation may include the following elements: 

objectives of the programme (the IOTC measures concerned, the fisheries concerned) 

characteristics of the vessels concerned (overall length, tonnage (GT, GRT), presence of vessel monitoring 
equipment on board, type of fishing gear, species caught) 

coverage rate by fleet (number of observers on board compared with the number of vessels engaged in fishing, 
average duration of each trip for each vessel), 

observation reporting model; 

principal results of the observer programme  
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RESOLUTION 01/02 

RELATING TO CONTROL OF FISHING ACTIVITIES  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

TAKING NOTE of the results of the Intersessional Meeting on an Integrated Control and Inspection 

Scheme, held in Yaizu, Japan, from 27 to 29 March 2001.   

TAKING NOTE of the willingness to introduce, before the adoption of the integrated control and 

inspection scheme, minimum control measures applicable to the fishing vessels flying the flag of a 

Contracting party, and or, of a Cooperating non-Contracting Party, which carry out fishing activities in 

the area of the competence of the IOTC.   

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that Contracting Parties have agreed that the implementation of an 

integrated control and inspection scheme should follow a phased approach. 

ADOPTS, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX of the Agreement establishing the IOTC, 

the following
1
: 

1. Each Contracting Party and non-Contracting Party Co-operating with the IOTC shall: 

a) Authorise the use of fishing vessels flying its flag for fishing activities only where it is able to exercise 

effectively its responsibilities in respect of such vessels; 

b) Ensure that fishing vessels flying its flag comply with applicable resolutions adopted under the IOTC 

Agreement; 

c) Notify to the Secretariat on an annual basis by 31st January, or in any case before the vesselôs entry into the 

IOTC Area, all fishing vessels greater than 24 meters in overall length (or greater than 20  meters between 

perpendiculars) authorised to fish in the IOTC Area and notably whether the vessel is authorised to fish one or 

more regulated resource. 

This notification shall include for each vessel: 

I. Name of vessel, registration number; 

II.  Previous flag (if any); 

III.  International Radio Call Sign; 

IV. Vessel type, length and gross registered tonnage or gross tonnage; 

V. Name and address of owner and/or charter, and/or operator. 

Each Contracting Party and Non-Contracting Party co-operating with the IOTC shall notify to the Secretariat of any 

modifications including suspensions, withdrawals and limitations to this information without delay.  

The Secretary shall make available to all Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties Co-operating with the IOTC, the 

information notified under sub-paragraph (c). 

2. Each Contracting Party and non-Contracting Party Co-operating with the IOTC shall: 

a) Ensure that each of its fishing vessels carry on board documents issued and certified by the 

competent authority of that Contracting Party or of that non-Contracting Party Co-operating 

with IOTC, including, at a minimum, the following: 

I. License, permit or authorisation to fish and terms and conditions attached to the 

licence, permit of authorisation; 

II.  Vessel name; 

III.  Port in which registered and the number(s) under which registered; 

IV. International call sign; 

V. Names and addresses of owner(s) and where relevant, the charter; 

VI.  Overall length; 

VII  Engine power, in KW/horsepower, where appropriate. 

b) Verify above documents on a regular basis and at least every year; 

                                                      

1
 Paragraph 1 has been superseded by Resolutions 02/05, 05/02 and 07/02 
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c) Ensure that any modification to the documents and to the information referred to in 1.a) is 

certified by the competent authority of that Contracting Party or of that non-Contracting Party 

Co-operating with the IOTC 

3. Each Contracting Party and non-Contracting Party Co-operating with the IOTC shall ensure 

that its fishing vessels authorised to fish in the IOTC area are marked in such a way that they can be 

really identified with generally accepted standards such as the FAO Standard Specification for the 

Marking and Identification of Fishing vessels. 

4. a) Each Contracting Party and non-Contracting Party Co-operating with the IOTC shall ensure 

that gear used by its fishing vessels authorised to fish in the IOTC Area is marked 

appropriately, such as,  the ends of nets, lines and gear in the sea, shall be fitted with flag or 

radar reflector buoys by day and light buoys by night sufficient to indicate their position and 

extent.   

b) Marker buoys and similar objects floating and on the surface, and intended to indicate the 

location of fixed fishing gear, shall be clearly marked at all time with the letter(s) and/or 

number(s) of the vessel to which they belong. 

c) Fish aggregating devices shall be clearly marked at all time with the letter(s) and / or 

number(s) of the vessel to which they belong. 

5. Each Contracting Party and non-Contracting Party Co-operating with the IOTC shall ensure 

that all their respective fishing vessels greater than 24 m LOA, and authorized to fish in the IOTC 

Area keep a bound fishing national logbook with consecutively numbered pages. The original 

recordings contained in the fishing logbooks shall be kept on board the fishing for a period of at least 

12 months. 
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RESOLUTION 01/03 

ESTABLISHING A SCHEME TO PROMOTE COM PLIANCE BY NON-CONTRACTING 

PARTY VESSELS WIT H RESOLUTIONS ESTABL ISHED BY IOTC  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

TAKING NOTE of the results of the Intersessional Meeting on an Integrated Control and Inspection 

Scheme, held in Yaizu, Japan, from 27 to 29 March 2001.   

TAKING NOTE of the need to fight against illegal, unregulated and unreported fisheries (IUU).    

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that Contracting Parties have agreed that the implementation of an 

integrated control and inspection scheme should follow a phased approach. 

ADOPTS, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX of the Agreement creating the IOTC, the 

following: 

1. Any observation by a Contracting Party vessel or aircraft of non-Contracting Party, Entity or 

fishing Entity vessels, indicating that there are grounds for believing that these vessels are fishing 

contrary to IOTC conservation or management measures, shall be reported immediately to the 

appropriate authorities of the flag-State making the observation.  The Contracting Party shall then 

notify immediately the appropriate authorities of the flag-State of the vessel fishing.  Each 

Contracting Party making the observation shall also immediately notify the IOTC Secretariat, 

which, in turn, shall notify the other Contracting Parties. 

2. A vessel flying the flag of a non-Contracting Party, Entity or fishing Entity, which has been 

sighted in the IOTC Area, in conformity with the conditions of paragraph 1, is presumed to be 

undermining IOTC conservation and management measures. 

3. When a vessel of a non-Contracting Party, Entity or fishing Entity referred to in paragraph 2 

enters voluntarily a port of any Contracting Party, it shall be inspected by authorised Contracting 

Party officials knowledgeable of IOTC measures and shall not be allowed to land or tranship any 

fish until this inspection has taken place.  Such inspections shall include the vessel's documents, 

logbooks, fishing gear, catch on board and any other matter relating to the vessel's activities in the 

IOTC Area. 

4. Landings and transhipments of all fish from vessels of a Non-Contracting Party, Entity or fishing 

Entity which have been inspected pursuant to paragraph 3 shall be prohibited in all Contracting 

Party ports if such inspection reveals that the vessel has onboard species subject to IOTC 

conservation or management measures, unless the vessel establishes that the fish were caught 

outside the IOTC Area or in compliance with the relevant IOTC conservation measures and 

requirements under the Agreement. 

5. Information on the results of all inspections of vessels of non-Contracting Parties, Entities or 

fishing Entities, conducted in the ports of Contracting Parties, and any subsequent action, shall be 

transmitted immediately to the Commission.  The Secretariat shall transmit this information to all 

Contracting Parties and to the relevant flag-State(s). 
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RESOLUTION  01/04 

ON LIMITATION OF FISH ING EFFORT OF NON ME MBERS OF IOTC  WHOSE 

VESSELS FISH BIGEYE TUNA  

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), 

RECALLING that at the 4
th
 Session of the Scientific Committee it was recommended that a reduction 

of the catching of Bigeye Tuna by all the fishing gears should be applied as soon as possible. 

CONSIDERING that some non-Members of the Agreement establishing the IOTC have increased in a 

substantial manner their catches and fishing effort on bigeye tuna during recent years and that, 

consequently, it is necessary for the effective conservation and management of the bigeye stock that 

these non-Members decrease their fishing effort. 

RECOMMENDS, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX of the Agreement on the 

establishment of the IOTC, the following: 

1. Taking into account the urgent need to manage in a global and efficient way the fishing effort on 

bigeye tuna, the Commission requests non-Members of IOTC to reduce their fishing effort in 2002 

in relation to 1999 levels. 

2. They are urged to inform the Commission, before 30 June 2002, of the measures they have taken 

in order to ensure the implementation of this Resolution, including their 1999 fishing effort in 

terms of catch and effort data, and the number of vessels. 

3. The Commission shall review at the 2002 Session the measures taken by non-Members to 

implement reductions described in paragraph 1 above. 

4. The Chairman shall communicate this Resolution to the non-Members concerned. 
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RESOLUTION 01/05
1
 

MANDATORY STATISTICAL  REQUIREMENTS FOR IOTC  MEMBERS 

Catch and effort data 

Surface fisheries: catch and effort data of the surface fisheries, catch weight and fishing days at least 

(purse seine, baitboat, troll, drift nets) should be provided to the IOTC by 1° grid area and month 

strata. Purse seine fishery data should be stratified by type of school. Those data should preferably 

be extrapolated to the national monthly catches of each gear. The raising factors used, 

corresponding to the logbook coverage, should be given routinely to the IOTC. 

Longline fisheries: catch and effort data of the longline fisheries should be provided to the IOTC by 

5° grid area and month strata, preferably in numbers and in weight. The fishing effort should be 

given in numbers of hooks. Those data should preferably be extrapolated to the national monthly 

catches. The raising factors used, corresponding to the logbook coverage, should be given 

routinely to the IOTC. 

The catches, efforts and sizes of the artisanal, small scale and sport fisheries should also be 

submitted on a monthly basis, but using the best geographical areas used to collect and process 

those data. 

Size data 

Considering that size data are of key importance for most tuna stock assessment, length data, including 

the total number of fish measured, should be routinely submitted to the IOTC on a 5° grid area and 

month basis, by gear and fishing mode (e.g. free/log schools for the purse seiners). Size data should be 

provided for all gears and for all species covered by the IOTC. Size data sampling should preferably 

be run under strict and well described random sampling schemes which are necessary to provide 

unbiased figures of the sizes taken. The exact recommended level of sampling could vary between 

species (as a function of various parameters), but the specific level of recommended sampling needs to 

be established by the working party on statistics. More detailed size data, for instance size by 

individual samples, should also be made available to the IOTC when requested by specific working 

groups, but under strict rules of confidentiality. 

Fishing for tunas in association with floating objects including Fish Aggregating Devices 

(FADs) 

It is essential for IOTC to better understand changing patterns in effective fishing effort in respect of 

fleets operating in the IOTC Area of Competence that more information is obtained.  Considering that 

the activities of supply vessels and the use of Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) are an integral part of 

the fishing effort exerted by the purse seine fleet the following information should be routinely 

submitted to the IOTC: 

a) Number and characteristics of supply vessels: (i) operating under their flag, (ii) assisting purse 

seine vessels operating under their flag, or (iii) licensed to operate in their exclusive economic 

zones, and that have been present in the IOTC Area of Competence. 

b) Levels of activity of supply vessels: including number of days at sea by 1° grid area and month 

basis. 

In addition, Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties shall make their best 

endeavours to provide data on the total number and type of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) 

operated by the fleet by 5° grid area and month basis. 

Timeliness of data submission to the IOTC 

It is essential that all the fishery data be available in due time to allow the monitoring of stocks and 

analysis of the data. It is thus recommended that the following rules should be applied as standard 

obligation: 

                                                      
1
 In practice, this Resolution has superseded Resolution 98/01 




