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These identification cards are produced by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), in collaboration with the
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), to help improve catch data and statistics on sharks and rays that interact
with tuna fisheries in the Indian Ocean. With a better understanding of shark stocks and with better statistics, regional
fisheries managers can ensure that sharks and rays are fished in a sustainable manner in the Indian Ocean. The most
likely users of the cards are fisheries observers, samplers, fishing masters and crew on board fishing vessels targeting
tuna, tuna-like species and sharks in the Indian Ocean. Fisheries training institutions and fishing communities are other
potential users.
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Common English name

Scientific name

] —Japanese name

C —simplified Chinese / traditional Chinese names

F —French name
S —Spanish name
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How to use this card?

Each card contains:

- the scientific name of the species as
well as its common names in English,
French, Spanish, Japanese, traditional
and simplified Chinese,

- its FAO code

- its maximum total length in centimeters.

- an illustration of the species and some
distinctive features

Terminology

- interdorsal ridge: ridge of skin between
the first and second dorsal fins

- serrated: saw-like
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Common English name

Scientific name

] —Japanese name

C —simplified Chinese / traditional Chinese names
F —French name

S —Spanish name
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Thresher sharks - Alopiidae

Threshers sharks are easily identifiable with the
caracteristic shape of the caudal fin, its upper lobe
length being equal to the rest of the body. These sharks
are widely distributed in temperate and tropical seas
around the globe.

Hammerhead sharks - Sphyrnidae
Hammerheads are easily identifiable with the
caracteristic shape of their head which is similar to
a hammer. These species are widely distributed in
tropical and warm temperate waters.

Mackerel sharks - Lamnidae

Mackerel sharks are large sharks with a conical and
pointed snout, small second dorsal and anal fins,
large lateral keels and prominent precaudal pits. they
are widely distributed in tropical and temperate seas.

!

Requiem sharks - Carcharhinidae

One of the largest familly of sharks with 54 species. Many
of these species are similar and their identification can be
difficult. The most important identification features are the
tooth shapes, the position of dorsal fins and the presence
or abscence of an interdorsal ridge.

Whale sharks - Rhindodontidae

Only one species for this shark which is the largest
shark in the ocean. They are planktonic feeders and
occur in all tropical waters around the globe.
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Kitefin sharks - Dalatiidae

Kitefin sharks are small ciyindrical shark, missing
the anal fin. They are widely distributed and mostly
deepwater sharks.
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Manta rays and devilrays - Mobulidae

Manta rays and devilrays are the largest rays
and are widely distributed in tropical and warm
temperate seas. Their body is wider than long
with one cephalic lobe on each side of the head.

Stingrays - Dasyatidae

Stingrays include around 80 species, which disc
shape can vary from circular to rhomboidal.
The tail is missing dorsal, anal or caudal fin
and has in general one or more stinging spines.
Sintgrays are widely distributed in tropical and
temperate seas, as well as in some freshwaters
habitat.




Pelagic thresher

Alopias pelagicus
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F —renard pélagique

S —zorro pelagico

No groove
on head

No labia—l
furrow
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Side silvery or
bluish

Round tip

Max. length: 390cm
PROHIBITION OF RETENTION




Thresher

Alopias vulpinus
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CIUEKRER / I
F —renard

S —zorro

No groove on head

Pectoral, anal and dorsal fins
often with white tip

Small eye
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White colour of belly extending above pectoral and pelvic fins

Pointed tip

Labial furrows

S /( Max. length: 570cm

PROHIBITION OF RETENTION




Bigeye thresher

Alopias superciliosus

] —~FoL
C—RMKRE / R
F —renard a gros yeux

2 Dorsal fin closer to pelvic fins
S —zorro ojon

than to pectoral fins

Groove on head
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Huge eyes
extending on
the dorsal Light belly colour
head surface only below pectoral fins
No labial
furrow

Max. length: 585cm
PROHIBITION OF RETENTION




Great hammerhead

Sphyrna mokarran

] —eJvawesH2
C T / )\ S
F —grand requin-marteau
S —cornuda gigante

First falcate dorsal fin very high

Origin of second dorsal fin
over origina of anal fin
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Strongly falcate
pelvic fin

Anterior margin of head nearly

)/‘"“\ straight with small indentation in the middle Max. length: 600cm




Scalloped hammerhead

Sphyrna lewini
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F —requin-marteau halicorne

S —cornuda comtn - .
Origin of second dorsal fin

over middle of anal fin base
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Straight or
slightly falcate
pelvic fin
Anterior margin of head curved with middle

marked dent and a distinct lobe at each end Max. length: 350cm




Smooth hammerhead 572

Sphyrna zygaena
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F —requin-marteau commun

S —cornuda cruz Origin of second dorsal fin

over middle of anal fin base
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Anterior margin of head curved
/\ median indentation absent or

not well marked Max. length: 350cm
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Winghead shark

Eusphyra blochii

] v Fyaes P2
C—TFuEE / TTHER
F —requin-marteau planeur
S —cornuda planeadora

Head width nearly
VAN half of body length

Max. length: 190cm




Blue shark

Prionace glauca

J —avx V¥R
C—KE&E / gk
F —peau bleue

S —tiburén azul

Long pectoral fins

2 ( Upper teeth with

jagged edges
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Surino

Head long and
snout rounded Max. length: 380cm




Porbeagle

Lamna nasus

J —= X1

C—H&E / & White rear tip

F —requin-taupe commun

S —marrajo sardinero Strong keel

<« head

Long gill slits

Teeth with lateral
cusplets
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Head and snout
pointed Max. length: 325cm




Shortfin mako

Isurus oxyrinchus
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F —taupe bleue

S —marrajo dientuso

Pectoral fins
shorter than head
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Upper and lower lobes of tail

; nearly the same length )
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Upper teeth =
Head conical and with no jagged edges o
snout pointed Max. length: 395cm
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Longfin

Isurus paucus

J =7 AR

C —Kiighifia / R
F —petite taupe

S —marrajo carite

Head pointed
but snout rounded

=

Very long pectoral fins,

as long as head

%

Upper and lower lobes of tail
nearly the same length

Upper teeth
with no jagged edges

Max. length: 420cm




Silvertip shark s

Carcharhinus albimarginatus

] —v=on

C—HidriE / FishlH R
F —requin pointe blanche

S —tiburén de puntas blancas

The back edge (not only the tips)
of all fins is white
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% Max. length: 275cm




Oceanic whitetip shark @&

Carcharhinus longimanus

] —a=aur

C—KiErE / 55 AR
F —requin océanique

S —tiburén oceanico
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First dorsal and pectoral fins clearly
broad and rounded, with spotted white tip

Max. length: 300cm




Whitetip reef shark (v

Triaenodon obesus

J =077
C—Ik=1h / A&
F —requin corail Tips always white

S —tiburén coralero fiato

Tips sometimes white
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Max. length: 170cm




Blacktip shark ooy

Carcharhinus limbatus

] —h~ANHYHR

—HEHEE / BB OIRR
F —requin bordé Dark-to-black tips
S —tiburén macuira ‘ on most fins

No interdorsal ridge
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Bull shark fecy

Carcharhinus leucas

J =FFAvmHR
C _/Aﬁl:% /AT E R Stocky to very heavybody
F —requin-bouledogue
S —tiburén sarda

No interdorsal ridge
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Fins with dusky tips but
Large angular not heavily marked

pectoral fins

Surino

serrated upper teeth

\j / \ broadly triangular Max. length: 340cm




Grey reef shark

Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos

] —F7mAxyuH R
C—MEHE / MO Sometimes white-edge

F —requin dagsit, gris de récif /

S —tiburén de arrecifes

No interdorsal ridge

Broad black posterior
margin of caudal fin
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narrow-cusped serrated Max. length: 255cm
teeth in both jaws ' '




Silky shark

Carcharhinus falciformis

] =7u b VPR .
C —4RREE / “Figaim Very low second dorsal fin

F —requin soyeux with very long free rear tip
S —tiburén jaqueton

Interdorsal ridge

Origin of first dorsal fin
clearly behind the rear tip of
pectoral fin

9
:A
S
=
N
%)

l
S
:':
=

3
)

<
o)
Q
Ty

Beware: pectoral, ventral, anal and caudal fins

S/
! often with dark or dusky tips

Max. length: 330
Very common in offshore fisheries ax. leng cm

Surino




Blacktip reef shark

Carcharhinus melanopterus

] =v=7mn
C—ollsE / 5 AR Distinct black markings at the tip of the

F —requin pointes noires first dorsal fin and bottom lobe of tail
S —tiburén de puntas negras

No interdorsal ridge
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Max. length: 140cm




Sandbar shark

Carcharhinus plumbeus

J =7
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F —requin gris a haute dorsale
S —tiburén trozo

Very tall first dorsal fin

Interdorsal ridge
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Origine of first dorsal fin
over the base of the pectoral fin

Surino

Max. length: 240cm
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COPPer Sharl( (bronze whaler)

Carcharhinus brachyurus

J =7~y 2vaiR
C—REHE / R ARE
F —requin cuivre

S —tiburén cobrizo

No interdorsal ridge

Bronze to olive grey above, white below.
Most fins with inconspicuous darker edges
Upper teeth with a
characteristic hook

shape Max. length: 295cm



Bignose shark

Carcharhinus altimus

— B
—EEE / KEERE First dorsal fin relatively high
—requin babosse
—tiburén baboso
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Prominent interdorsal ridge
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Origin of first dorsal fin closer to pecto-
ral fin base than to free rear tip

Long pectoral fins

Beware: pectoral, ventral, anal and caudal fins

ﬁ / often with dark or dusky tips
Upper teeth serrated without cusplets Max. length: 285cm

Surino




Galapagos shark ecg

Carcharhinus galapagensis

J =HZ TR

C-H#RE / HHMKE
F —requin des Galapagos
S —tiburén de Galapagos

Interdorsal ridge

& ¢

Origin of first dorsal fin over the
free rear tip of the pectoral fin
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Max. length: 300cm

Beware: Galapagos and Dusky sharks are very similar




Dusky shark

Carcharhinus obscurus
] — k% 777 ) Beware: pectoral, ventral, anal and caudal fins
C—IKE& / KRR often with dark or dusky tips

F —requin de sable, requin sombre
S —tiburén arenero

Low second dorsal

Interdorsal ridge

Origin of first dorsal fin over the
free rear tip of the pectoral fin

v pectoral fins
A Broad triangular serrated upper teeth Max. length: 365cm

Beware: Galapagos and Dusky sharks are very similar
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Long falcate

Surino
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Tiger shark

@

Galeocerdo cuvier

] —A 5 FH 2
C —Hihe / Rifie
F —requin-tigre
S —tintorera tigre

Upper teeth with jagged edges
and very characteristic shape

Dark, tiger-stripe markings
that may be faded in adults

Max. length: 600cm




Cookie cutter shark

Isistius brasiliensis

] —Zn~H A
C—ThiikpEs / T
F —squalelet féroce

. First dorsal and pelvic fins way back
S —tollo cigarro

No anal fin
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Dark ring near gills

Surino

Max. length: 50cm




Bigeye sand tiger shark

Odontaspis noronhai
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F —requin noronhai

S —solrayo ojigrande

Large eyes

Upper lobe of tail much
longer than lower lobe
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Upper teeth
without jagged edges
and 3-pointed ends

Relatively large species
Sixe at birth > 120 cm
Max. length: 360cm




Crocodile shark

Pseudocarcharias kamoharai
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F —requin-crocodile

S —tiburén cocodrilo

Low first dorsal fin

Large eyes
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Small pectoral fin

Surino

Upper teeth

with no jagged edges
Jagg 8 Max. length: 120cm




Basking shark

Cetorhinus maximus
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F —péelerin

S —peregrino

Massive gill slits that go almost all
the way around the head
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Very small teeth

Max. length: 1000cm




Whale shark &)

Rhincodon typus

J —vrRx R

C -t / ik

F —requin-baleine

S —tiburén bellena

Easy to see ridges on sides of body

A very clear pattern of
light spots and vertical stripes
on a dark background
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Very small teeth

Max. length: 1200cm




Megamouth shark e

Megachasma pelagios

J = AT~ AP R

C—kn®g / ENg Last two gill openings over
F —requin grande gueule pectoral-fin bases

S —tiburén bocudo

Small eyes
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Large terminal mouth that Long and narrow
extends behind the eyes pectoral fins

Globulous head with
thick lips

Max. length: 550cm




Great white shark )

Carcharodon carcharias

] =AY e A

C—RAa&E / gk Dark grey Upper and lower lobe of tail

F — grand requin blanc rear tip nearly the same length
S —jaquéton blanco
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Strong keel

Teeth with
jagged edges

Max. length: 600cm




Manta ray

Manta birostris

J —F=A r~vFxA

C —y i 48 / SRIGAL _
F —mante géante, manta , ,  black marking
S —manta gigante on 5th gill slits

Long head fins ———— Disctinctive

Terminal mouth

2
=~
S
~
S
=
S
=

White shoulder

. Usualy black shaded
markings

trailing edge

Caudal spine encased

‘ / in a calcified mass

Max. width: 670cm




Alfred manta

Manta alfredi

] —Frave Xk Terminal mouth
C —EaT / /NTRIEAT
F —manta de récif

S —manta de arrecife

Long head fins

‘ Distinctive dark spots across
the posterior half of the body
and between gill slits

No spine or calcified mass

on tail
Max. width: 550cm




SPi netail mObU Ia. (Japanese devilray)

Mobula japanica

J =4 b~FxA ___——Short head fins

C —HAugEs: / HAREIT '

F —diable du Japon

S —manta de aguijon Slit-like spiracles above
margin of pectoral fin

Ventral mouth

Distinctive ridge
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Caudal spine Very long tail
Dorsal fin with P Y 8

white tip
Max. width: 310cm

When alive, large dark band which stretches from eye to eye




Sm OOthtai I m Ob U Ia (Bentfin devilray)

Mobula thurstoni

J —vwrvoarFerLA
C —ElfE gt/ E0RE AL

F —petite manta

S —chupa sangre

\/ Short head fins

Spiracles small and circular
and below margin of pectoral
fin

Ventral mouth

Concave ‘bent’on
pectoral fin

Dorsal fin with
white tip
Max. width: 190cm




Longhorned mobula

(Pygmy devilray) Mobula eregoodootenkee

] =27 47 vAFenA
C —Ja Rl / A FRUEAL

F —diable pygmée

S —diablo pigmeo

| Short head fins

Spiracles small and circular
and below margin of pectoral
fin

Ventral mouth

Dark brown strip
along leading edge
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Black dorsal fin

Max. width: 100cm




C h i I ean d eVi I ray (Sicklefin devilray)

Mobula tarapacana

] %404 F=F A
C —amgEn / SEiEa
F —diable du Chili
S —manta cornuda

Short head fins

Distinctive ridge

Slit-like spiracles above
margin of pectoral fin

\

Pronounced
dorsal ridge

No spine
Green olive-brown
colour

Max. width: 370cm




Devil fish

Mobula mobular

] =X Atqa94 hvFkzg
C —igti / WAL \ " Short head fins

F —diable de Méditerranée
S —manta mobula

Ventral mouth
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Caudal spine

\I\\\/Iax. width: 520cm




Pelagic stingray

Pteroplatytrygon violacea

] = o A=A

C —5Kfi / S4T
F —pastenague violette
S —raya-latigo violeta

Dark colouration

Caudal spine

Angular pectoral fins Max. width: 80cm




F I a. P n O S e ra)’ (Javanese cownose ray)

Rhinoptera javanica

J =y nRFrradg
C =T Bt/ JTORE /= S fig
F —mourine javanaise
S —gavilan de Java

Two subrostral lobes

Caudal spine ~ Max. width: 150cm




IOTC requirements regarding sharks and rays
Identify, record and correctly report every shark and ray caught by your vessel

The following are among the actions that fishers/observers are expected to take in relation to sharks and
rays, in accordance with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures (CMM) (it is recommended that you
check annually for modifications by IOTC):

- Fishers onboard longline vessels shall report through their logbooks, catches of blue shark
(Prionace glauca), porbeagle (Lamna nasus), mako sharks (Isurus spp.), hammerhead sharks
(Sphyrnidae) and other sharks, where possible by species or species group as per applicable
CMM.

Fishers onboard purse seine vessels shall report through their logbooks, catches of whale sharks
(Rhincodon typus).

- Fishers onboard gillnet vessels shall report through their logbooks, catches of blue shark (Prionace
glauca), porbeagle (Lamna nasus), mako sharks (Isurus spp.), hammerhead sharks (Sphyrnidae),
whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) and other sharks, where possible by species or species group as
per applicable CMM.

Fishers onboard pole-and-line, handline or trolling vessels shall report through their logbooks,
catches of sharks and rays where possible by species or species group as per applicable CMM.

- Observers shall record all interactions and catches of sharks and rays by species, as per applicable
CMM.

Fishing vessels shall not have fins onboard that total more than 5% of the weight of sharks
onboard, up to the first point of landing.

All species of thresher sharks (Alopias spp.) shall not be retained if caught in the Indian Ocean,
and any interaction shall be recorded by fishers/observers.
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