BILLFISH IDENTIFICATION! IN INDIAN OCEAN
PELAGIC FISHERIES
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Black marlin "'.,

Makaira indica
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F —Makaire noir, marlin noir
S —Aguja negra
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Bill round in
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Meat greyish to white

Rigid pectoral fins, sickle
shaped, not folding flat on
the body
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Blue marlin
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Makaira nigricans

Also named Indo-Pacific blue marlin (Makaira mazara) in some laxonomies
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Pectoral fins long and
narrow, nearly straight,
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Second dorsal fin slightly
behind second anal fin

Two caudal
keels
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Meat greyish to white

Pelvic fins shorter
than pectoral fins




Striped marlin &% s

Tetrapturus audax
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Long, thin sharp
bill round in
cross section
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Body laterally compressed, thinner than
black or blue marlin
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Meat pinkish to orange
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Shortbill spearfish

Tetrapturus angustirostris
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Indo-Pacific sailfish

Istiophorus platypterus
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Swordfish

Xiphias gladius
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Identification of dressed billfish =sJlfdis

Position of the second
dorsal fin relatively to the
second anal fin
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Color of the meat

Cross section of

the body: laterally

compressed or
thick

Position of anus
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